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Beyond critical:
The importance of introspective 
conceptual design
Conceptual design is an emerging area of design research and practice which shares much 
in common with conceptual art. Both are driven by the idea that the concept or question 
behind the artefacts they produce is often more important than the artefacts themselves. 
Speculative design is the most prominent form of conceptual work undertaken by 
designers. This article argues that being speculative, and as such forward looking, it leaves 
a deficit in our evaluation of current issues in design and their roots. A more immediate 
and introspective form of conceptual design may allow us to make better decisions by 



























































































Figure 1. Dunne & Raby, Foragers (2009)
Figure 2. Martí Guixé, “Autobahn Cookies” and “I-cakes” 


















































































































“The question of what 
differentiates conceptual 
design from art assumes 
that objects cannot 
contain dualities or even 
multiplicities. Yet we 
often imbue objects with 
attributes outside those 
the designer, artist or 
producer ever intended, 
such as a family heirloom, 
my favourite pen, the 
worst (but most beautiful) 
juicer I have ever owned”
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